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BEST RESORT

FOUR SEASONS DUBAI AT
JUMEIRAH BEACH
Dubai

BAMO, San Francisco; Tihany Design, New York (Sea Fu, Suq,
Mercury Lounge, Presidential Suite)

Design an oasis with an elegant ambience. Keep this Andalusian-
style building light and airy throughout the generous public spaces and 237
rooms and suites. Embrace the views.
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“The challenge was to create something fresh in a city
known for landmark projects, says Michael Booth, principal, BAMO. The team
knew they had to start with the cosmopolitan allure and vibrant culture of Dubai
and the hotels location on the Persian Gulf. Collaboration with the project archi-
tect gave them public spaces thatlook onto the water. Blues and greens evoke the
sea throughout the project. The finishes and FF&E pull in the other inspirations.
The lounge’s driftwood-washed ceiling has a geometric design that nods to tradi-
tional Arabic patterns. Hand-blown glass balusters add sparkle to a staircase.

Making the point of the design as much about what isn't there
as what is. Eschewing overly ornate or flashy elements left the team with a
carefully curated toolkit to craft unforgettable spaces. Black Kenyan marble

“LOVELY RESORT IN
A PLACE WHERE IT'S
HARD TO EXECUTE

SIMPLICITY"

— KEMPER HYERS
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columns in the lounge obviate the need for a flashy art
program on the walls or a vivid palette. Transitional archi-
tectural touches in the gnest rooms do double duty, framing
the beds in place of a headboard and acting as wall art. Spiral
patterns in both the walls and the floors of the guest bath-
rooms might seem like an intricate detail, but the all-cream
tones keep the effect from being overwhelming. Yes, there
are focal point chandeliers—look beneath them, though, and
there are strong, simple shapes in the seating, rendered in
quietly rich teals and creams.

Resorts don't have to be in an escapist
wilderness to be serene. There’s no one right answer for
today’s getaways, urban or rural. The team wanted to cele-
brate, not deny, the connection to the bustle of Dubai and its
ultra high-end hotel scene. So, they decided to keep some of
familiar building blocks of that aesthetic and change up how
they were used to calm things down. The same set of textures
and pieces that define luxury—marble, silk, velvet, crystal
and intricately cut stone—are channeled into making each
space serene without losing that sense of opulence. Layering
teal and light blue adds depth to a seating mix.
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