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World-renowned interior designer Michael Booth of San Francisco's BAMO
breathes new life into a historic Old Palo Alto estate.

Anchoring the Boar in the fayer (opposite)
s an antique Karabaugh from Stark. Tha
Portuguese walnut consolo from JF Chen
adds drama, while a pair of benches from

Pholography by Matthew Millman

wer the years, this lovely Spanish-style
home an aquiet Palo Abo street had been
compromised by poorly planned adds.
rions, With the goal of reruming the house
o its original elegance, Michael Booth, a
Founder and Principal of San Francisco
nterions firm BAMO, embarked on a complete renovation thar
remumied o the property a sense of style reminiscent of a grand Mon-
tecito estate. Booth, whose client list reads ke a who's who of San

Francisco’s most promiment families, had a distinct vision for this

project. “I wanted o fill it with light and vibrancy befiting a
dynamic young lamily,” recalls the designer. Booth and his ream ar
BAMO designed the home across the strect from this residence—
a propeny with “an extremely modern, seamlined aestheric,”
Booth notes. "l wasa delight to then approach this home in a man-
ner complerely distinee from thar, 1o design it in a clasic sryle.”
That style came with a top-1o-botom remodel, s Booth rack.
led everything from the home's exterior and landscaping o s
interior archirecture and fumishings. “We began by repainting the
extenon i a fresh Santa Barbara white. We added winders, replaced
missing shutrers, even the gumers were restored,” says the designer,
The desire w infuse the entine house with narural light inspired
changes that helped reinforce the original architecture. In the
foyer, a solid entry doar was replaced by a glass door with deco-
rative iron grill and flanked by new, oversized glass windows, A
window was added atop the stairs, while other second-story win-

dows were enlarged. “As the first introduction to the house, the
foryer furnishings reference classic Spanish design,” says Booth.
“They lend an Old World quality withour being heavy.” Key
pieces inchude a gorgeous chonized walmur console from JF Chen

and a rope um by Parisian designer Christian Astuguevieille.
There is an air of formality in the theee front rooms of the
home—the foyer, living mom and dining room—bur Boath ensured
that they were also comfortable and welcoming.
Because the house is disparate in its architecrure from mom to
room, he unified the spaces by selecting the same im color and
woaod floor throughout.




In the living mom, Booth began by replacing an ill- pro-
portioned * Colonial® millwork surround with an
18th-cenmury French limestone mante. Balancing the
hearth on either side are antique mirors hung above a pair
of pedestal tables. Arrayed in font of this elegant vignerre
are two seating areas, featuring a Rose Tarlow sofa uphol-
stered in 2 custom James Gould silk-and-linen fabric, as
well as seating by Mariette Himes Gomez and John Sal-
adino. Because illumination was an isuse—the room gets
no direer sun and is adjacent o a shade garden—Boath
chose light, airy hues and gave the eclectic furnishings
eohesion with a menechromaric color scheme.

A paleste of burnr orange and red paired with rich wood

turnishings demarcates the dining room from the rest of

The glamorous dining room fopposie) centers on a dining
tabile by Dennis & Leen sumounded by gracious Michael Tay-
for armchairs, A cusstom table by Shiling & Assac.,
surmounded by anm and side chairs by Formations, offers a
cozy dining option in the kitchen (eft). The kitchen chairs ans
in gamo and Rogers & Gol-
figan fabrics. A dramatic 18th-century limestona firplace
with trumeau from Cavendish Grey drxws the eye in the lving
room (below). Rose Tarkw's Othella sola upholstered in o
Jamos Gould custom silk and linen plaid is surounded by a
warksty of chairs by Desain Fournir, Marietts Himes Gomez,
and John Salacing.




“I'm most thrilled with the fact that we brought light back into the home,”
says Booth. “It’s a stately but comfortable home full of light and life.”

the howse and creates amood thar is dark and sexy. A sense of rex-
rure abounds: the walls fearure hand-troweled plaster, the window
coverings pair matchstick shades with linen drapery panels in raw
umiber, and Formuny fabric and brass nail heads add inrerest to the
backs of leather dining chairs, The centerpiece of the room, how-
ever, is the ceiling. Reminiscent of a Spanish hacienda, it fearres
rich panels of reclaimed oak from which a Venini hand-blown glass

family gathering place and providing a better waork surface for
preparing meals. Above it, a custom -designed por rack places cook-
ing accoutrements within amm's reach. "Now,” says Booth, "the family
really lives in the kitchen and family room.” The kischen table and
chairs continue the Spanish-inspired, California Colonial look.
Upstairs, in the master bedroom and office, Booth maintined

chandelier is suspended.

The kitchen and breakiast areas are comforrable gathering places
with Old World charm. “The owners knew thar the kitchen would
be the center of the home,” says Booth. Achieving that would
recquire both a stylistic and functional refresh, “When the home was
originally buile, the kitchen and breakfas

aserene phere. The bedroom is enveloped in understared gold
and cream hues. Highlights include a custom, six-panel folding
sereen wrapped in Rogers & Goffigon fabric, a custom headboard

made by |.F. Fitegerald, and custom drapery.
The office was formerly 2 sunroom, but had poor proportions,
and a previous awner had added large storage closets, which made
the space long, skinny, and unusable. Booth

spaces were acrually an ourdoor 1" Atde

e notes. “Former owners had flled it in

and budt a kirchen with a glass-block skylighe,

ok out the wall and opened up the room,
s fi gitintoa Jerful conduit of
S At Morria NG Thoe risstar natural light that illuminated the rop of the
stairs as well.

which reated a grey, dreary light,” Booth sex

about restoring the heart of the home by

calm. A
by J.F. Fitzgoraid is wrappad in a Rogers & Gol-
fioon and

“I'm most thrilled with the fact that we

removing the skylight and heavy cabinetry

brought kght back into the home,” says

and reimagining the layour. The existing
kirchen island was enlarged, allowing for a
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mmnmﬁdum Booth placed
a woven loather bench by Jeup Furmiture.

Booth. “Ir's a stately but combortable home
full of light and life.” m




